
   Greetings Brothers and Sisters,

Our founder, Marcus Mosiah Garvey, was born in St. Ann's Bay, Jamaica on August 17, 1887 and
traveled through Central America from 1910 to 1912 and through Europe from 1912 to 1914. While
returning back to Jamaica sometime after June 28, 1914, and after observing that we Black people were
universally oppressed in all parts of the world, Mr. Garvey rhetorically asked, "Where is the Black
man's government? Where is his king and kingdom? Where is his president, his country, and his
ambassador, his army, his navy, his men of big affaires? I could not find them, and then I declared I
will help make them." Hence, Mr. Garvey founded the Universal Negro Improvement Association and
African Communities League on July 20, 1914 soon after arriving back home in Jamaica. Mr. Garvey
went about the task of converting the disabilities of race into a positive tool of liberation with a thorough
aggressiveness. “No man can convince me contrary to my belief,” he declared, “because my belief is
founded upon a hard and horrible experience, not a personal experience, but a racial experience.
The world has made being Black a crime, and I have felt it in common with men who suffer like me,
and instead of making it a crime I hope to make it a virtue.” With that, the consciousness of
his followers was saturated with this new doctrine. Black dolls were manufactured for Black children;
his newspaper proclaimed itself the Negro World.  After founding the Black Star Line and Negro
Factories Corporation, he acquired hotels, restaurants, factories, universities, printing plants, publishing
companies, transoceanic steamship lines, to name a few. Indeed, practically every aspect of the
organization was designed to bolster our self-esteem and to foster pride in ourselves. His economic
ventures in the US amounted to an attempt toward a nucleus of a self-sustaining and therefore
self-employing Black race in America. Mr. Garvey understood that racial uplift and self reliance are the
cornerstones of an independent nation. Thus, his gaze looked more longingly toward Africa as the
salvation of the Black man. Accordingly, the UNIA had established civil services, health care services,
regiments, etc., all as foundational springboards necessary to the construction of the new continental
African nation and homeland. Therefore, Liberia had to be the remedy; Liberia was founded as a
resettlement project for formerly enslaved Africans.  And now we have an opportunity to live history.

It is my pleasure to announce that the 62nd International Convention is in Africa in Liberia

starting August 15th 2019 in Monrovia. See you in Liberia. Right before traveling to Africa, we will be

celebrating the 2nd Annual Marcus Garvey Festival on Sunday, August 4th in Rosedale, Queens in NY.
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There is no people as powerful
as a people who know who
they are. Once you know who
you are; once you know who
your god is, there is no
stopping you because the

ancestors walk by your side. The gods walk with
you when you know who you are. So, to keep you
from becoming strong; to keep you economically,
socially, emotionally, politically, intellectually, and
spiritually oppressed, they must not allow you to
know who you are. They give you programs to
excite you, whether it be professional sports teams,
the latest fad, drugs or music. For example, that's
why we like amusement parks. Are you aware that
amuse means "don't think". Muse means "think".
That means amuse means "don't think". So, they
build what is called theme parks. Let me ask a
question: Do we go to theme parks? Oh, we know
we do! We say, "I need a break honey, I had a hard
week." Am I saying that we do not have any
business going to Six Flags, etc..? The truth of the
matter is NO! We really don't. And do you know
why we really don't have any business going to Six
Flags or whatever theme park? Because it has not
one thing to do with the liberation of you and your
people. That's why. That's exactly why. We must
become focused. Everything that we think, say, or
do needs to be geared toward African Liberation.
Everything. Your god must look like you. Your
concept of beauty must reflect you. Once you focus
on that, your whole lifestyle will change. Your whole
attitude will change. Once you really become
focused on African Liberation, you won't go on that
job and grin and sell yourself out for next to nothing.
This is the reason why Marcus Garvey is a prophet.
He came along and sold us to ourselves. Race First.
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reflections of an editor

We welcome letters to The People's Forum, but they must 
include (for verification purposes) the writer's name, address 
and cellular number. This includes letters sent via email. The 
name may be withheld upon request. Letters signed simply 

'Name Withheld' are not considered for print. Letters should be 
as brief as possible, and, of course, all letters are subject to 
editing. Letters containing  the proviso 'Do Not Edit'  are not 

considered for print.  Email letters to hch@unia-
aclgovernment.com.

THE PEOPLE'S FORUM

preparation for the PG
Dear Editor: The UNIA 

International Headquarters has 
a new floor and is awaiting the 

arrival of the PG.
Sister Basiymah, 4th PG

one africa
Dear Editor: I'm not in flesh but 

in spirit, so do enjoy the day 
and take care of your blessed 

self. One God, 
One Aim, One Destiny. 

One Africa, One Nation. Africa 
for the Africans those at home 

and those abroad.
Renford Cookhorn, Jamaica

(Nana Nanny Division)

KEMET
Dear Editor: Guess where I am? 

And the beautiful names of 
your children pop up 

everywhere.
Diane Jones Randall

CARLOS COOKS
Dear Editor: I never knew that 
Hon. Carlos Cooks was born in 
the Dominican Republic and 

that he had such an impact on 
Malcolm X

Jafari Small
SOUTHEAST QUEENS 

CREDIT UNION
Dear Editor: Friendly reminder 
that we need a credit union in 
southeast Queens where the 
richest  Africans on the planet 

live.
Saywalah Kesselly

SUNDAY AUG 18
BLACKSTAR LINER

Dear Editor: Please join us on 
Sunday, August 18, 2019
Bro. Jordan Oku, UNIA

For Information
please call

347-413-2849
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June 23rd marked the anniversary of the birth of the ideological son of Marcus Garvey. His name is Carlos A. Cooks 
and he is considered the most influential Nationalist after Marcus Garvey. The following is a speech by Carlos Cooks.

   Let's stand! Repeat after me, "One Cause, One
Goal, One Destiny." Fellow nationalists and
members of the race, the Negro is being used as a
stooge for the jews and other non-Blacks who are
exploiting Black people. The Negro is a 
manufactured "wrongo." He is made to do wrong.
He cannot do right. It is the devout policy of white
supremacists to make Negroes out of every Black
man, woman, and child. As we constantly point out,
the word, Negro, is a weapon and scheme of
whites to disassociate Black people from the
human family and their homeland, Africa. Slavery
cut Black people in the western world adrift from
Africa. In the western world, Black people were
oriented towards an alien culture and were
forbidden to practice their African culture. The
penalty meant death. They underwent the most
macabre, diabolical and consistent application of
mental and physical torture the world has ever
known.
With physical torture being insufficient in converting
the African into useful assets for the slave system,
the Christian church was called upon to destroy the
Black people minds and turn them into Negroes.
The proud, aggressive, courageous, resourceful,
and clannish Black people descended into
degraded, miserable, fawning, flunky, caste
creatures now known as Negroes - manufactured "wrongoes."
   Nature, habit and opinions are the three strongest forces in the world. Black people in the western world have been
under the habits and opinions of "Negroism" ever since they were brought here. As Negroes, Black people have been
converted into zombified caste creatures whose loyalty is permanently married to the white race; whose god and
idolatry is white; whose standards of beauty, sense of decency and opinions on all matters are based on the set
concepts laid down by white people.
   As Negroes, Black people are the stoutest defenders of white supremacy and the loudest defamers of Africa and
everything pertaining to it.
   Integration has been made the target of the Negroes' focus. The concentric pull of this fallacious doctrine has such a
revolting effect on the behavior of Negroes that we find them at war with nature. They are disgusted with their color,
hair, and physique to such a nauseating extent that they employ the use of harsh chemicals to efface the handiwork of
nature. Negroes are convinced that if they simulate the hair, color, and general mannerisms of the white race, they
would be accepted by white society.
   The Negro man conks his hair in his faggot, cowardly attempt to have his hair simulate the white man's hair. Hair
conking is a lucrative business in the Negro communities. All your big time Negro entertainers, sports figures and many
of your Negro preachers conk their hair. These are your models in the Negro communities.
   This big, Black zombie takes his hard earned money and goes to a conking shop, where another Negro is waiting on
him. The Negro operating the conking shop invites his patron to take a seat and tells him  he will "straighten" him. He 
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reaches down and gets a bottle of lye mixed with some grease and begins covering the Negro's head with it. The 
ignorant Negro begins squirming as the lye burns his head. After ten or fifteen minutes of this torture, the operator leads
the Negro to a sink where he applies water to the Negro's head to cool it, and washes the lye mixture out. He then 
leads the Negro back to the chair to finish the conking process.
  During the ten to fifteen tortuous minutes that the Negro is waiting with that conking mixture on his head, he twists,
turns, squirms and sometimes soils his underwear. The operator cautions him, "Steady! Steady! You will be sharp and
straight in a minute. Steady! Steady!

When the operator leads the stupid, jackass Negro back to the chair to finish the conking process, he dries the Negro's
head, covers it with grease and sets it in a simulated European style. He gives his patron two toothpicks to scratch his
hair as some of the lye mixture remains on the Negro's head and burns him from time to time. You see the faggot Negro
elegantly scratching his hair with the toothpicks as if he is presenting an example of accomplishment. A more ignorant,
stupid, inferior, backwards jackass the world has ever known.
   In the case of the Negro woman, she goes to a so-called "beauty parlor" where another Negress is waiting for her.
The "beautician" invites this Aunt Jemima Negress to take a seat and tells her that shortly she will be "straightened".
The ignorant, sadistic, "beautician" covers the head of the stupid masochistic Negress with grease, reaches for an iron
comb, and puts it into a towel. If the iron is not hot enough to burn the towel, it is put back into the fire to get hotter.
She waits until it gets hot enough to brand a cattle, then she rakes it over Aunt Jemima hair until the hair is straightened.
The laws of science say that you can take something and make nothing out of it, but you cannot take nothing and make
something out of it. In the case of Black people's hair, you have live, woolly, curly, human hair where harsh chemicals
and heat are applied to kill the hair until it lays in ruin like the white people's or dogs' hair. You took something and
made nothing out of it. But there is no known chemical or application of heat that can change the dead, straight hair of
white people to the live, lovely curly hair of Black people. You cannot take nothing and make something out of it.
   As Negroes, the Black people give up the best to ape the less. The negro's hair has more sense the Negro. After two
or three weeks under the  conk and hot comb applications, the hair says, "To hell with this, I am going back to Africa,"
and it goes back to its natural state.

Although Cooks was born June 23, 1913, in the Dominican Republic, his recognition was forged in Harlem, where
he was an unwavering advocate of the philosophy and opinions of Marcus Garvey. A year after Garvey’s death in
London in 1940, Cooks, on his birthday, founded the African Nationalist Pioneer Movement, with the expressed

purpose of keeping Garvey’s legacy of African redemption and reclamation alive.
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Black College Graduate Families Have 33 Percent Less Wealth Than White High School Dropouts

It’s not individual behavior that drives the racial wealth divide — it’s a system that many folks pretend doesn’t exist.
In the United States of America, the median white family today owns 41 times more wealth than the median Black
family and 22 times more wealth than the median Latin family.

To fix it, at a minimum, new public programs are needed, changes to the tax code, and a commission to study
reparations for slavery, among other things. However, until we accept self reliance and racial uplift, it will mean zero.
Most whites blame the wealth divide on poor individual decision-making by Black people and Latin people. Are
Black families 41 times worse at decision-making than white families? No — that’s a racist falsehood. In fact, here
are the three most common racist falsehoods heard about the wealth divide — with data to explain why they’re
wrong. Feel free to commit to memory and utilize as proof next time any one questions the racial wealth divide.
Falsehood No. 1: Black and Latin families have less money because they’re led by single parents.
FALSE. A 2017 study from Demos and the Institute on Assets and Social Policy showed that single-parent white
families have twice as much wealth as two-parent Black and Latin families. In other words, raising kids in a
two-parent household doesn’t close the racial wealth divide.
Falsehood No. 2: Black people are poor because they’re less educated.
FALSE. A 2015 study titled “Umbrellas Don’t Make It Rain” found that Black families led by college graduates
“have about 33 percent less wealth than white families whose heads dropped out of high school.”
In fact, according to that 2017 Demos study, “The median white adult who attended college has 7.2 times more
wealth than the median Black adult who attended college and 3.9 times more wealth than the median Latino adult
who attended college.” In other words, higher education doesn’t close the racial wealth divide.
Falsehood No.3: Black people don’t work or are bad with money.
FALSE. Demos found that white families actually spend more and save less than Black families with the 
same income. Yet, white families have way more wealth than Black families with the same income.
The Umbrellas add that “white families with a head that is unemployed have nearly twice the median wealth of Black
families with a head that is working full-time.”
In other words, not even income alone can close the racial wealth divide. So if these arguments are all false, what’s
really going on here? The simplest answer is a history of oppression and inherited advantage. The impacts of slavery,
sharecropping, Jim Crow, white capping, red lining, mass incarceration, and predatory subprime lending, among
many other things, are still very much with us. And let's not forget that we Black people have to be made to hate
each other. Many white children, by contrast, start life with a more robust safety net of family wealth. It may be as
small as getting a few hundred bucks from their parents when they really need it, or as big as a few hundred thousand
for things like college, weddings, or their first home.
Addressing these problems is a lot harder than blaming oppressed Black people for their hardship. But if we’re going
to address racial disparities in this country, we must heed James Baldwin’s challenge that “nothing can be changed
until it is faced.”
It’s not individual behavior that drives the racial wealth divide — it’s a system that many folks pretend doesn’t exist.
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